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I CANNOT but conſider the favour- 
able opinion of the following Diſcourſe, 
which you and the Brethren of the an- 
cient and illuſtrious Corporation over 
whom you are called to preſide were 
pleaſed to expreſs, as the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed honour ever conferred upon me. 
As far as relates to yourſelf, I can 
fairly and honeſtly declare, that neither 


the high ſtation you hold in theſe king- 4 


doms, or even the ſtrength and luſtre 


of your genius and eloquence, occafiont 


the honeſt pride I may naturally be ſup- 


poſed 
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vi . DEDICATION. | 
poſed to feel. My ſatisfaction chiefly 
ariſes from another ſource:---that my 
ſentiments and principles were approv- 
ed by Hi whoſe magnanimity, wiſdom, 
and courage, have delivered our com- 
mon country from internal treachery, 
civil diſtraction, and the 1gnominious 
horrors of a foreign yoke---by HI with 
whom all true Engliſhmen are, with an 
union unprecedented in our annals, pre- 
pared to ſtand or fall at this moment- 
ous period by HIM Whom the unextin- 
guiſhed hatred of the enemies of our 
king and country, both foreign and 40 
meſtic, have marked out to ſucceeding 
ages, as, under God, the defender and 
preſerver of the laws, liberties, na- 
val dominion, national independence, 
and (what is the grand baſis of them 
all) the MONARCHICAL CONSTITUTION 
of Great Britain. 


DEDICATION. vii 
Services ſo ſplendid and important 
it is for NATIONAL gratitude to remem- 
ber and record. -It is the province and 
duty of the Author of this Diſcourſe 
to bear his humble and grateful teſti- 
mony to the ardour and fidelity with 
which the memory of your early and wi 
private friendſhips has been preſerved -. 
and cheriſhed by you. 
J have the honour to remain, 
SIR, 
With the moſt profound reſpect, 
Your devoted and obliged Servant, 


T. RENNELL. 


PSALM xxiv. Verſe 2d: 


« FOR HE HATH FOUNDED IT UPON THE SEAS, 
AND ESTABLISHED IT UPON THE FLOODS.” 


Win was formerly ſaid of moral phi- 

loſophy, is more juſtly applicable to 
our holy religion: namely, that there is no 
ſituation 1 in which man can be placed, no rela- 
tion in which he ſtands connected either with 
the works of the creation around him, of with 
individuals or communities of his own ſpecies, | 
to which its duties, it principles, and its ob- 


ligations, do not extend. 
Without reference to the Great Author and 


Architect, all the ſublime objects by which 
we are ſurrounded loſe their ſplendor and re- 
liſh. Thoſe, therefore, who have abandon- 
eld the idea of an all-wiſe, powerful, and be- 


nerclent, Firſt Cauſe, as the Primary puniſh- = 


1 ment 


G10 

ment of this depravation of their i (for 
never yet was it a miſtake of the anderſtand. 
Ing) are deprived of all thoſe bleſſed and live- 
ly emotions which the conſolatory conviction 
of a ſuperintending Providence inevitably in- 
ſpires. Neither the order, motions, and mag- 
nitude, of the heavenly bodies, the earth on 
which we live, or the wide and vaſt ocean by 
which it is environed, if aſcribed to a blind 
fatality or a neceſſary ſeries of cauſes and ef- 
feds, ſtrike an obſerver by their magnificence, 
beauty, and ſublimity. A diſavowal of the 
connection between the creature and the CxP- 
ATOR is the DEATH OF THE MORAL MAN, and 
of all thoſe ſatisfactions and delights which 
are, by the moral ſenſe, alone perceptible. 
An Atheiſt, therefore, either ſpeculative or 
practical, muſt view the objects of the crea- 
The words of St. Peter are 3 deſcriptive of the phi oſo- 
phy, and the calamities, of the preſent times--- For this they were WII. 
* LINGLY ignorant of that bythe word of Gad the heavens were of old, and 


the earth landing out of the water and in the water: whereby the world 
that then was, being overwhelmed by water, periſhed. Peter ii. v. v. vi. 


tion 


( 
tion around him with a dreary ſullenneſs and 
ſtupor which differs from that of the beaſts 
that periſh, on by the malignity which is in- 
variably attached to it. | 


But the moment the greatneſs, the goodneſs, 
the mercy, the bounty, of Almighty God breaks 
| in upon the mind, Ben it is that a ſenſe of 
beauty, proportion, and coherence, is ſug- 
geſted by a contemplation of final cauſes. 
Hence, in that ſchool by which alone the 
heart of man can be regulated or its move- 
ments directed to a moral end, the works of 
God are conſtantly connected with their 4. 
thor; and the beneficial effects flowing from 
them, are aſcribed to Him, and the operati- 
ons of his hands. M ho hath hardened bimſelf 
* againſt him (ſays holy Job) and profpered—- 
* which alone ſpreadeth out the beavens, and 
* treadeth upon the waves of the ſea; which 
© maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, 
and the chambers of the ſouth; which doeth 

— 


1 55 
great things, paſt finding out ; yea, and 


* Wonders without number*.” 


Nar i is this obſervable only with regard to 
theſe his creatures, by which the individual ne- 
ceſſities of men are ſupplied, but alſo to thoſe 
bleſlings by which civil communities are ce- 
mented and upheld. All the variety of bene- 
fits which, by the different proportions and 
modifications of external and adventitious cir- 
cumſtances are diſtributed to different nati- 
ons of the globe, are referred, in the holy 
Scriptures, to God alone: © God, that made 
the world and all things therein, is Lord 
“ heaven and earth, and hath made, of 
& one blood, all nations of men, for to dwell 
0 on all the face of the earth; and hath de- 
e termined the times before appointed, and 
* the bounds of their habitations.” 


I have a comfortable aſſurance that, upon 
an occaſion ſo connected with our national 
| * Job, ix. 8, 9, 10, 


proſperity 


({- 16˙) 

proſperity and welfare as that which now aſ- 
ſembles us, we ſhall be inclined to follow this 

train of thought; that we ſhall, for an inter- 
val, ſuſpend thoſe contracted views which a 
conſideration of meaner and ſecondary cauſes 
ſuggeſts, and that we ſhall, with expanded 
thoughts and purified affections, acknowledge 
the bleſſings which ariſe, and the duties which 
reſult, from the ſingular circumſtances in 
which the providence of God hath placed us. 


That it has pleaſed the Supreme Diſpenſer 
of national as well as individual benefits to al- 
lot to Great Britain ſo high a pre-eminence in 
the order of commercial nations, not only a- 
bove thoſe which exiſt in our days, but even 
thoſe recorded in hiſtory, is ſurely a token of 
his peculiar bounty and favour. Neither Tyre, 
Carthage, or Alexandria, in ancient times, 
or, in morerecent ones, Venice, Holland, or the 
American States, have either in extent, ac- 
tivity, or enterprize, if taken at their moſt 
| flouriſhing 


6 9 
flouriſhing periods, equalled, collefiively, the 


ſtrength and growth of our preſent power and 
exertions, even amidſt the turbulent i interrup- 


tions and wild caſualties of a moſt arduous and 


extended conflict. 


Great are the real bleſſings, if rightly ap- 
plied, which ariſe out of this his gracious diſ- 
penſation towards us. And ſurely that com- 
merce 7s ultimately conducive toindividualand 
national happineſs can ſcarcely be denied, ex- 

cept where reaſon is outweighed by ſpleen, and 
truth by paradox. By this means not only 


are the neceſſities and conveniencies of life 


| amply ſupplied, not only many of the vari- 
ous medical aids, without which human na- 
ture muſt ſink under hopeleſs diſeaſes and a- 
gony, are diſtributed among widely-diſtant 
nations, but an elaſticity is communicated to 
the mind, and an enlargement to its views, 
which, if rightly regulated and directed, 

muſt be highly conducive to the progreſs. of 


virtue 


i 
0 


. 
virtue and humanity. I know of 10 ſitua- 
tion more unfavourable to morals, and conſe- 
quently to religion, than that torpor and ſtag- 
nation, that ſelfiſh pride and ſullen ferocity, 
which a ſtate of national ſecluſion neceſſarily 


generates, and which an extended commercial 
intercourſe with other nations is beſt calculate- 
ed to prevent, or to correct. 


Io be inſenſible, therefore, of ſuch a bleſs- 
ing, or, from a view of the aby/zs only, of an 
extended commerce, (and which of God's 
bleſſings may not be abuſed?) to depreciate its 
beneficial influence, 1s to reject the bounty of 
the Almighty with a malignant ſullenneſs and : 
ingratitude. I ſhould not have thought it ne- 

ceſſary to have made this obſervation, had I 
not been aware that declamatory fatements 
of the incidental inconveniences to which a 
commercial ſyſtem, like every orher human 
good, is neceſſarily ſubject, are frequently 
among the topics by which an attempt is made 
| | to 


* r 
2 * 
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to intercept the views of the happineſs and 


proſperity of this nation from thoſe upon 


whom the goodneſs of God has beſtowed it. 


From the formation of the globe on which we 
live, from the nature and properties of the 
ocean by which it is encompaſſed, opening a 


ready and rapid communication between the 
different and diſtant communities of its inha- 
bitants, and ( for which communication it ſeems 
to have bech /pecifically formed) a commerci- 


al intercourſe between nations, appears to have 
been in the direct den of God's wiſe and 


gracious decrees. And furely, in this order of 


His providence, © he Lord loveth the gates of 


C Zion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob.“ 
For whatever advantages the extended trafhc 


of the Engliſh nation has produced, theſe he 


has made permanent by its impregnable inſu- 
lar ſituation. He hath founded it upon 
« he ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it upon the floods > 


4 gift of which it is ſcarcely poſſible to calcu- 


late the magnitude or expreſs the importanee! 
155 15 | "Done 


% 

Through the ſurrounding waves God ſpeaks 
to each hoſtile invader, Hitberto ſhalt thou 
& come, and no farther.” Hence it is that, 
even amidſt the raging of war, our native land 
is unſtained with blood - hence it is that thoſe 
diſaſtrous events which affect continental ſtates, 
are, by this providential deſtination, warded 
from us. Even while the thunder of the bat- 
tle is within our hearing, our wives and our 
children are in ſecurity, and our fields bring 
forth their inereafe. This, ſurely, 7s a ſource 
of gratitude to Him who hath © founded” this 
favoured land © wpor: the ſeas, and — 
eit upon the a 


But not only in our plenty and fecurity, 
but in that unrivalled form of civil polzry, 
under which we live, do we ſtand diſtin- 
guiſhed above even the happieſt nations now 
exiſting, or recorded in hiſtory. Whatever 
benefits are diſpenſed by our maritime and | 
commercial * whatever proportion of 
e — C them 


e 
them is ſeverally divided among the lower as 
well as higher orders among us, the free and 
undiſturbed enjoyment of them is ſecured and 
aſcertained by the moſt equal laws and the 


freeſt government with which God, in the ut- 


moſt ' prodigality of his bounty, ever bleſſed 


any people. 80 conſtructed is civil ſociety a- 


mong us, that the great maſſes of wealth and 


property operate as the RAR T doth in the hu- 


man frame, conveying the ſources of vitality 
and vigour in efficient circulation to the moſt 
diſtant and remote ramifications of the politi- 


cal body. So that, according to the apt me- 
taphor of the apoſtle, «© the whole fitly join- 
, together and compacted by that which 


C every joint Supplieth, according to the ef. 
cc feftual working in the meaſure 4 wont 
0 ji ge makerh increaſe of the body.” 


But to all bleſſings, national as well as indi- 


vidual, correſponding cautions and duties are 
5 news, ke the awful language of holy 


$19: - bot writ, 


( 
f writ, 4 the things whith ſhould have been for 
4% tbe wealth” of the 1 be unto 
tbem an wee of VN” MYA 


8 105 ve e expand our e 7 a 
Ger reflection on the majeſtic ſcenes of gpu- 
lence and power which this day's ſpectacle has 

exhibited - hen the vaſt reſources whichbrace 
the linews of the Britiſh arm ariſe i in contem- 
plation before us, we ſhall ſurely ; not rbink 
ſeorn of this pleaſant land-—we. ſhall, doubt- bi! 
leſs, knee] in humble gratitude | before 8 Al- = 
mighty Protector who hath. hitherto fruſtrated 170 
all the efforts, and defeated all the artifices, of 
our enemies, foreign and domeſtic, to prof. 1 
trate her glory in the duſt. If, vhen we contraſt = 
our preſent ſtrength, however aſſailed, our pre- 1 
ſent ſecurity, however threatened, wich the lot 
of wanys of the {urroynding nations in Europe, ; 


n 


IG ; deſpotiſmm « of a plundering at inſulting 
15 by whoſe plac 78le and Om 98 
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N ons they were lulled i into a ſtate of fatal in. 
activity and torpor—when, I ſay, we find them 
wakened in the midſt of blood, ruin, pillage, 
and famine, with fetters rivetted upon them, 
and, perhaps, their poſterity, how ought WE 
to bleſs God that a diſcerning ſpirit inclined 
a large majority of our people to an early 
inſight into the motives and deſigns of the 
French nation, and the tremendous operation 
of the principles they had adopted. Our ſhips, 
our ports, our arſenals, our merchandiſe, and 
the majeſtic river on which we have this day 
paſſed, are air, through the might of Him 
who hath founded this iſland © on the ſeas, 
© und eftabliſhed it on the floods,” STILL 
OUR OWN. We have not, like Carthage of 
old, or our former allies the Dutch in the pre- 
"ſent moment, been reduced to the ſharp humi- 
lation of delivering up to hoſtile invaders all 
the inheritance of our anceſtors, and the rich 
acquiſitions of our own valour and induſtry. 


But 


(2753 
But we muſt remember that Feruſalerr 
« js as a city which is at unity with itſeſf: 


what no external effort can compaſs, internal 


treachery, diſcord, and revolt, may effect. To 
ourſelves we muſt be true; true to our God, | 
our conſciences, our King, and our poſterity! 


Whenever, therefore, we think upon the 
mighty and equal ſtake we all of us, high and 


low, rich and poor, manufacturers and mer- 


chants, peaſants and nobles, have in the ter- 


| mination of the preſent arduous conflict ; if we 


| recolle& that the wars preceding the preſent 


were for dominion and empire, but this for our 


very national exiſtence, for“ our wives, our 
| G children, and the cities of our God"—if we 
reflect upon the ſteady perſeverance with which 
the fayourite object of EncLaxv's ruin is pur- 
| ſued by our vindictive ferocious foe, whoſe 
hatred to this honeſt and generous people ſeems 
to be an hereditary principle of action under 


N variety through which they pals, either of 


RoyYALTY 
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Rovarry or DxMochacr, of Dxsroris si or 


ANAxchr, of ArRErsM or SuprksrTrIoN Zan 
enmity which no benefits can ſoften, and no 


time obliterate—who, whether oppoſed by our 
arms or FED BY OUR sour, uniformly exclaim 
of this nation, Dowx w1TH HER, DOWN WITH 
HER EVEN TO THE GR” ben ſhall we 
learn to appreciate the worth of that order of 
: Men to whoſe exertions and ſervices we owe, 


under Providence, all we poſſeſs, and deliver- 
ance from all we fear. By the manly 1 intre- 


| pidity of the SEAMEN OF EN GLAND, by 


their active enterpriſing ſpirit, by their con- 
tempt of death and danger, the menaces of 
our foes have invariably recoiled upon them 
—by their means, amidſt every other vicil- 


ſitude, our naval ſuperiority is at this mo- 
ment conſpicuous and complete beyond all 


ſormer precedent—by theſe men * zhe Lord 
&« hath cauſed our enemies that roſs up again 


ec Us 70 be ſmitten before our face —by their 


inftrumencait He hath made us high above 
8 


1 


al nations IN PRAISE, 1N"'NAME,- AND IN Ro- 


youR. In them (and perhaps in them alone) 


the virtues of our forefathers have undergone, 
no. diminution. or abatement. - Their hardy 
courage, melting humanity, and victorious 
prowels, is as in the days of old and che years 
that are paſt,” In them loyalty to their Prince 
and love to their country have been unconta- 


minated by any of the rank, baſe, and ſediti- 


ous, principles which have of late menaced our 


peace and ſecurity. © The Lord hath not | 


7 ſmitten them with the botch, of E Gp... 
Being aſſembled, I ruſt, with one heart and 


one mind, in ardent affection for our King and | 


Country, you are prepared to venerate the me- 
mory of our forefathers, who have delivered 
down to your guardian care this AcIEN I. Esra B- 
| LISHMENT for the relief and refuge of theſe me- 


ritorious men, bulwarks of our ſtrength and = 


pride © of our glory! | A Foundation ſo c con- 


i - Sq * bac, viii. 27. 


nected 
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nected with ation gratitude to its Auſtrious 
| defenders, fo calculated to promote {kill, to 


encourage enterpriſe, and to animate the eu- 


* Huge of Britiſh Seamen, and to ſecure and per- 


j 

4-7 

1 
9 

77 

14 


petuate our naval fi uperiority and dominion, 


well deſerves the ſolicitude and Gopal 


ance of the higheſt characters in this kingdom. 


Such it hath hitherto gloried in as its patrons 
and protectors; and we truſt that, as it has 


Town with our growth and ſtrengthened with 


N dur ſtrength, ſo that it will be coev al with the 


Britiſh name and nation till time ſhall be no 
more. We are confidently aſſured, that at a 
period Ry in different parts of Europe Peace 


can ſcarcely find room for the ſole of her foot, 
the {| pectacle of ſo many objects of the nation- 
al munificence and gratitude as are here before 


us, provided withacalmretreat fortheirdecline- 


ing years, and with ſupport for their deareſt 


relatives, will ſoften down our hearts with love 
to our common country, and piety to the Au- 


: _ of every * and perſe gift, I ſtand 


* 


1.8 7 

aſſured that neither dangers or reverſes will 
deter us from a manly adherence to thoſe prin- 
ciples, and a cultivation of thoſe Chriſtian vir- 
tues, which are the birthright and diſtinion. : 
of Engliſhmen—that our ſouls will never 


come into counſel with the hidden workers of 
confuſion and revolt, or with the avowed e- | ] 
nemies of our ſtrength, wealth, and commerce. | 
Bur we will entertain a conſolatory anticipa- 
tion that Bgrrisf courage, loyalty, humanity, 
and generoſity, will be fixed on that ſame im- 
pregnable fortreſs which the arm of Almighty 
God has FOUNDED UPON THE SEAS, AND ESTAB= | 
LISHED ON THE FLOODS.” In HIM our fore- | 
fathers truſted; they hoped in HIM, and were 1 
never yet confounded. May HE defend the 1 
heritage which he hath choſen, and ſend us 
help from his holy place! May HE, even 
the God of our fathers, be ous GUIDE, EVEN 
UNTO DEATH! 


AMEN! AMEN! | i 
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